
INTRODUCTION / WELCOME 
 
Narrator: 
 
Passover is the great Jewish feast of redemption and liberation, the 
memorial of the Israelites’ deliverance from their bondage in Egypt.  The 
word Passover means “deliverance,” since in the story of the Exodus the 
LORD “passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt”  
(Ex.12:27).  Passover is also known as the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 
since in their hast to flee Egypt, “the people carried off their dough, still 
unleavened” (Ex.12:34).  The lamb offered at each paschal meal recalls the 
first Passover sacrifice, whose blood protected the Israelites from the 
avenging angel of Yahweh (cf. Ex. 12:21-33).  Passover is a festival of great 
rejoicing, which reveals how God “led us from captivity to freedom, from 
sadness to joy, from mourning to feasting, from servitude to redemption, 
from darkness to brilliant light.” 
 
The ritual meal which commemorates the events of the Exodus is called the 
Seder. 
 
The primary aim of the Seder is to transmit to future generations the story 
of the Exodus, the central event in Jewish history.  Ideally, a family gathers 
around a table in its own home to celebrate the Seder, sharing in a meal 
which symbolizes their consciousness as a people and their faith in the 
future.  The Exodus story pertains to all persons, since it tells of the right 
of all persons to be free. 
 
In the Christian tradition the Passover Seder is also believed to be when 
Jesus institutes the Eucharist.  Gathered around the supper table with his 
disciples, Jesus told them, “I have longed to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer; because, I tell you, I shall not eat it again until it is fulfilled 
in the kingdom of God 
 
Then, taking a cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and share it among 
you, because from now on, I tell you, I shall not drink wine until the 
kingdom of God comes”. 
 
Then he took some bread, and when he had given thanks, broke it and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body which will be given for you; do this as a 
memorial of me”.  He did the same with the cup after supper, and said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood which will be poured out for 
you.”  (Luke 22:15-20) 
 
This Christian observance of this ritual meal celebrates not only our 
tradition of Christ’s last supper but our own Jewish heritage which 
provided the context for Jesus’ institution at the last supper. 



 
The actual celebration of the Seder is a complete meal with supper during 
the ritual.  In the service which follows, the meal is a ritual or symbolic one 
and supper follows the ritual.  Like the Seder, it should be festive and 
joyous. 
 
As for hospitality, we should be attentive to the needs of others, and be 
prepared to serve them as guests, or to welcome others who come in to 
celebrate Passover as unexpected guests.  Above all, no one should lack 
food or be permitted to leave unsatisfied.  In observing Passover Seder we 
Christians borrow a tradition from living Judaism. This particular order for 
Seder closely resembles Seder as it was observed by Jesus and His 
Disciples.  Tonight, as in the Upper Room, we will be served Pasach (lamb), 
Matzah (unleavened bread), Bitter herbs, Passover wine, green olives, 
dates, nuts, eggs, cheese, oranges, and grapes.  This Seder does not 
attempt to interpret the meal primarily, but to let its own integrity be 
respected with commentary coming during the meal. 
 
Although our ancestors in faith left Egypt in haste, we may allow ourselves 
a more leisure-filled feast, as we remember this is the evening we 
traditionally gathered at Church for the Last Supper where the Lord 
instituted the Holy Eucharist and instituted the gift of his Priesthood to 
form his bride the Church into a priestly people.   
 
 
Narrator: 

The First PASSOVER 
 

The first PASSOVER was anything but joyous.  Families were huddled about the 
small tables in their shacks made of dried mud.  They could feel the intense quiet 
outside where they heard only an occasional sound of someone running in panic.  
On the table had been placed a large, wooden platter that held a roasted lamb 
surrounded by sheets of unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  Every one grabbed 
bits and pieces of the food and  gulped them down.  It was not a banquet to be 
enjoyed, but merely sustenance to give them energy for the long journey ahead.  
They were all ready to flee as soon as the signal was given. 
 

The Second PASSOVER 
 

The second PASSOVER was celebrated the very next year (Nm. 9:1-5).  And 
that second Passover was a celebration indeed.  The children that were too 
young to remember the events of the Exodus were told of them over and over 
again.  Passover not only celebrated their escape form Egypt, but also their birth 
as a nation. 
 



The Seder of the Exodus and the Pascha* of Christ 
 

When the new moon of spring was sighted by the priests, trumpets announced 
the beginning of Nisan, the month of Passover.  The bishop of the Jerusalem 
community sent letters to all of the Christian communities throughout the world, 
notifying them of the exact date on which to celebrate the seder that year.  
Pasach/Pascha became both the seder of the Exodus and a celebration of the 
great Passover of Christ. 
 
As long as the Jerusalem community was the official Church, the Christian 
observance of Passover was identical with the Jewish.  The ceremony was 
exactly the same, but for the Christian, Christ became the central focus of the 
ritual.  The seder became the reliving of the Last Supper, death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 

• PASCHA was the original word for Easter, in Greek. The name ‘Easter’ did not come in to 
being until the conversion of the Saxons to Christianity. 

 
 

RITUAL FOOD AND THEIR MEANING 
 

WINE:  (fruit of the vine)  Sign of joy, unity, and thanksgiving for the creation.  
Children receive grape juice.  Each participant is expected in four cups, based on 
the four stages by which Israel was delivered from slavery---free, deliver, 
redeem, take (Exodus 6:6-7).  The wine red, recalling the color of blood which 
the Hebrews sprinkled on the doorposts of their homes so that their first-born 
sons could be “passed over.” 
 
KARPAS:  (green herb)  Usually parsley, symbolizing spring, and when dipped in 
the salt water, reminds of the tears under bondage. 
 
MATZAH:  (unleavened bread)  Sign of affliction and hasty flight from Egypt.  It is 
the bread “over which many things are spoken.”  Three matzah at each place 
also represents the three patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
MAROR:  (bitter herb-horseradish)  Sign of the bitterness of slavery. 
 
PASACH:  (lamb)  Sign of deliverance from the last plague and of trust in God. 
 
HOROSES:  (apple/nut paste)  Sign of the mortar used to make bricks in forced 
labor. 
 
BEYTZA:  (egg)  Symbol of the free-will burnt offering brought each day of the 
Passover feast to the Temple in Jerusalem.  It also symbolizes new life and hope 
and is the traditional symbol of continuity. 
 
ENDIVE:  Symbolizes the bitterness of Israel’s slavery and suffering in Egypt. 



 
OTHER FOODS:  Olives, cheese, grapes, oranges, nuts were simply foods of 
the day, and were to appease the appetite 
 

Lighting of the Festival Candles 
 

Narrator:  All stand  Sing; 
 

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the 
dark – ness.   
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gather-ered to-day. 

 
Narrator:  According to an ancient Jewish custom, it is the task of the mother to 
light the festival lights in every service which takes place in the Jewish home.  
This gesture symbolizes the coming of Christ the Messiah, the light of the world. 
 
Narrator:  Mother at each table light the candle. 
 
Mother:  Blessed are you, Lord our God King of the Universe.  You sanctify us 
by your commandments and commanded us to kindle the festival light. 
 
Narrator:  All sit. 
 

The Kiddush  (The sanctification of the Feast) 
 

Narrator:  All pour first cup of wine.  Lift wine cup. 
 
All:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You create the 
fruit of the vine. 
 
FATHER:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You have 
chosen us above all peoples, and have exalted us above all tongues and have 
hallowed us with your commandments.  In love, you have given us, O Lord our 
God, seasons for gladness, holy-days and times for rejoicing, this day of the 
unleavened bread, the time of our freedom and assembly---day of holiness, a 
memorial of the Exodus from Egypt.  For you have chosen us and have 
sanctified us above all people.  You have given us your sacred seasons for our 
inheritance.  Blessed are you, O Lord.  You sanctify Israel and the festivals. 
 
ALL:  Sip first cup of wine. 
 

The Ritual Meal Begins 
 
ALL:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You have 
permitted us to live, and have kept us safe and brought us this holy 
season. 



 
Washing of Hands 
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NARRATOR:  The washing of the hands during the paschal meal symbolized the 
interior cleansing necessary for those partaking in the ritual. 
 
FATHER:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You have 
hallowed us with your commandments and commanded us concerning the 
washing of hands.  (father washes his hands.) 
 

Eating of the Greens 
(symbolic of tears and sorrow) 

 
ALL:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You create the 
fruit of the earth.  (all take parsley, dip it into the salt water and eat it) 
 

Breaking of the Matza 
 
NARRATOR:   Unleavened bread was prescribed for the eight days of the Passover, to 
commemorate the first Passover; for in the flight from Egypt, there had been not time to 
make leaven bread.  So the bread which Our Lord used when He instituted the Eucharist 
was unleavened. 
 
FATHER:  (take a piece of matza, breaks it in half, and lifts it up)   Behold:  This is the 
bread of affliction which our fathers ate in the land of Egypt.  Let all who are hungry 
come and eat.  Let all who want, come and celebrate the Passover with us.  May it be 
God’s will to redeem us from all evil and from all slavery. 

 
The Hagadah 

The telling of the story.  The Four Questions 
 

NARRATOR:  Pour seconded cup of wine.     Now the story of the first Passover is 
retold, as commanded by God in the book of Exodus.   
 
FIRST CHILD:  1.  Why is this night different from all other nights?  On all other 
nights, we eat either unleavened or leavened bread.  Why on this night do we eat only 
unleavened bread?  
 

2. On all other night, we eat all kinds of herbs.  Why, on this 
night, do we eat especially better herbs? 

 
SECOND CHILD:    3.  On all other nights, we do not dip herbs in any condiments.   
                 Why, on this night do we dip them in vinegar water and maror? 
    

4. On all other nights, we eat without special festivities.  Why, on  
This night, do we hold this Sedar service? 



 
FATHER:  I am glad you asked these questions, for the story of this night is just what I 
wanted you to know.  It is always our duty fro year to year to tell the story of our 
deliverance from Egypt. 
 
The Syrian pursued our fathers who went down into Egypt and sojourned there in a very 
small number, and grew into a nation great and strong and of an infinite multitude.  And 
the Egyptians afflicted us and persecuted us, laying on us most grievous burdens.  And 
we cried to the Lord God of our father, who heard us, and looked down upon our 
affliction and labor and distress. And he brought us out of Egypt with strong hand and a 
stretched-out-arm, with great terror, and with signs and wonders.  Therefore, even if all of 
us were wise and well-versed in the Torah, it would still be our duty from year to year to 
tell the story of our deliverance from Egypt.  In deed to dwell at length on it is accounted 
praiseworthy.   
 
 
NARRATOR:  The word of God comes to us from the book of Exodus, chapter 12, the 
story of Israel’s deliverance. 
 
NARRATOR:  Now  is begun the Dayenu!  The people repeat the refrain,  “We Would 
Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
FATHER:  Had He brought us out of Egypt, and not divided the sea for us, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He divided the sea and not permitted us to cross on dry land, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He permitted us to cross the sea on dry land, and not sustained us for forty years in 
the desert, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He sustained us for forty years in the desert, and not fed us with manna, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He fed us with manna, and not ordained the Sabbath, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He ordained the Sabbath, and not brought us to Mount Sinai, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He brought us to Mount Sinai, and not given us the Torah, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He given us the Torah, and not led us into the Land of Israel, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 



 
Had He led us into the Land of Israel, and not built for us the Temple, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He built us the Temple, and not sent us prophets of truth, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
Had He sent us prophets of truth, and not made us a holy people, 
 “We Would Have Been Satisfied!” 
 
ALL:  How much more then are we to be grateful to the Lord for the manifold 
favors which he has bestowed upon us!  He brought us out of Egypt, divided the Red 
Sea for us, permitted us to cross on dry land, sustained us for forth years in the 
desert, fed us with manna, ordained the Sabbath, brought us to Mount Sinai, gave 
us the Torah, led us into the Land of Israel, built for us the Temple, sent to us 
prophets of truth, and make us a holy people to perfect the world under the 
kingdom of the Almighty, in truth and in righteousness. 
 

 
Explanation of the Passover Symbols 

 
NARRATOR:  To make clear how the deliverance from Egypt is symbolized in the 
paschal supper, the father lifts each of the ceremonial foods in turn to explain their 
significance. 
 
ALL:  What is the  meaning of “pesach?” 
 
FATHER:  (hold up lamb)   “Pesach”  means the paschal lamb which our forefathers 
sacrificed to the Lord in memory of that night when the Holy One passed over the houses 
of our fathers in Egypt, as it is written:  “When your children shall say to you:  “What is 
the meaning of this service?  You shall say to them:  It is the victim of the passage of the 
lord when He passed over the house of the children of Israel, striking the Egyptians, and 
saving our houses. 
 
ALL:  Why do we eat Matzah? 
 
FATHER:  (hold up matzah)  This reminds us how our forefathers, in the haste of their 
departure from Egypt, had to take unleavened dough with them.  As we read in the Torah:  
“And with the dough which they brought out of Egypt, they baked Matzah, because the 
dough was unleavened.  For they had been rushed out of Egypt, and could not linger.  
They had not made any provisions for the road.” 
 
ALL:  what is the meaning of Maror?  
 
 



FATHER:  (hold up bitter herb)  Maror means bitter herb.  This reminds us how bitter 
the Egyptians made the lives of our forefathers in Egypt.  For we read:  “And they made 
their lives better with forced labor, in mortar and bricks. And of all manner of work in the 
field.  And in all this, they drove our forefathers ruthlessly.” 
 
In every generation, one must think of himself as though he had personally come out of 
Egypt.  As it is said:  “In that day you shall teach your son, saying:  All this now happens 
because of what God did for me when I went forth from Egypt.”  It was not only our 
forefathers that the Holy One redeemed; but he also redeemed us together with him. 
 
 

Thanksgiving for our Deliverance 
 

FATHER:  It is our duty, therefore, to thank, praise, laud, glorify, uplift, extol, bless, 
exalt, and adore him who performed these wonders for out fathers and for us.  He led us 
out of slavery into freedom out of sorrow into joy, out of morning into festivity, out of 
darkness into light, and out of bondage into redemption.  So now let us sing to him a new 
song. 
 
ALL:  HALLELUJAH!  Give praise you servants of the Lord, Praise the name of 
the Lord.  Let the Name of the Lord be blessed, from this time forth forevermore.  
From the rising of the sun to its going down, let the name of the Lord be praised.  
The Lord is high above all nations, and His glory above the heavens.  Who is like the 
Lord our God, who sits enthroned on high, but stoops to earth to behold the 
heavens?  He takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the ashes.  
He sets them with princes, with prices of His people.  He makes the woman of a 
childless house to be a joyful mother of children.  Blessed are you, Lord or God, 
King of the Universe.  You create the fruit of the vine.  (all drink the second cup of 
wine) 
 

Eating of the Mazah 
 

NARRATOR:  All brake matzah and hold it up and say….. 
 
ALL:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You bring forth  bread 
from the earth. 
 
Blessed are you, Lord our God King of the Universe.  You have sanctified us by 
your commandments, and have commanded us to eat matzah.   (  all eat the matzah) 

 
Tasting of the Bitter Herb 

 
NARRATOR:  All put bitter herb (maror – horseradish on piece of mazah) 
 



ALL:  blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe.  You have sanctified us 
by your commandments, and have commanded us to eat the bitter herb.  ( all eat the 
bitter herb) 

 
A  Custom of the Temple 

 
NARRATOR:  All put maror ( horseradish) or horoses ( apple/nut past) between two 
pieces of matrzah 
 
FATHER:  While the Temple yet stood.  Hillel introduced a custom of his own into the 
Seder service.  He would but together in accordance with the verse in Scripture:  “They 
shall eat it upon unleavened bread and bitter herbs.”   All  Eat the Mixture 
 
NARRATOR:  Another Passover custom is to spread horoses (nut paste) on matzah and 
give it to another person as assign of life, favor, or the happy mending of wounds and 
broken relation ships.  The meal is to be marked by joy and peach, not ill will or hatred.  
You are invited to do this as well. 
 
 

THE PASSOVER SUPPER IS NOW EATEN 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving for the food & the Land 
 
 

NARRATOR:  All fill third cup of Wine.  My master, let us give thinks. 
 
ALL:  May the name of the Lord be Praise from now unto eternity. 
 
FATHER:  By permission of the elders, teachers, and master, let us give thanks. 
 
ALL:  Blessed be the Name of the Lord now and forevermore. 
 
FATHER:  Let us bless God of whose food we have eaten. 
 
ALL:  Blessed be our God of whose food we have eaten, and by whose goodness we 
live.  Blessed be He and blessed be His Holy Name. 
 
FATHER:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who feedest us and 
the whole world with goodness, grace, loving kindness and mercy.  Blessed are you, O 
Lord who feedest all .  We thank Thee, O Lord, our God, because You have given to us 
as a heritage a good and sample land, Covenant and Torah, life and food; for all these we 
thank Thee and bless Thy name forever.  Blessed are you, O Lord, for the land and for 
the food.  Have mercy O Lord, our God upon is, upon Israel Your people and upon 



Jerusalem You city, and upon Zion, the abiding place of Your glory, and upon the great 
and Holy House called by Your own name.  And may you restore the Kingship of the 
House of David to its rightful place in our days, and build Jerusalem speedily.  Blessed 
are You, O Lord our God, who already is rebuilding Jerusalem.  Amen! 
May the Lord bless His people with peace. 
 
NARRATOR:  All raise your cup. 
 
ALL:  Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit 
of the vine.     All drink. 
 

The Final Blessing 
 

NARRATOR:   Fill the forth cup of wine.   All stand. 
 
 
FATHER:  The festive service is completed.  With songs of praise, we have lifted up the 
cups symbolizing the divine promises of salvation, and have called upon the name of 
God.  Let us again lift our souls to God in faith and in hope.  May He who broke 
Pharaoh’s yoke for ever shatter all fetters of oppression, and hasten the days when surds 
shall, at last, be broken and wars ended.  Soon may He cause the glad tidings of 
redemption to be heard in all lands, so that mankind – freed from violence and from 
wrong, and united in an eternal covenant of brotherhood – may celebrate the universal 
Passover in the name of our God of freedom. 
 
ALL:  May God cause the light of his countenance to shine upon all, and dispel the 
darkness of ignorance and of prejudice.  May he be gracious to us.  Amen. 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has created the fruit of 
the vine. 
 
 
FATHER:  The Lord bless you and keep you!  The Lord make His face to shine upon 
you and have mercy on you!  May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give 
you peace! 
 
ALL:   Amen, Amen, Amen.     (all drink the fourth cup of wine) 
 
 
Sing:  All people 

 
 

 
 


